Food/Energy Flow in Ecosystems

Energy Roles in Ecosystems:
1) Producers

· make its own food

· plants, algae, moss
2) Consumers

· obtains energy by feeding on other organisms

· herbivores-eat plants
· carnivores-eat meat/animals
· omnivores-eat both plants and animals
· scavengers-eat dead animals

3) Decomposer

· break down wastes and dead organisms and return the raw materials to the ecosystem

· bacteria and fungi
Food Chain: (Use Page 45 in Book)
· series of events in which one organism eats another and obtains energy

· Examples:
Tree

Grasshopper
  Shrew
Fox
Grass
Field Mouse
   Garter Snake
      Bacteria

Food Web: (Use Page 45 in Book)
· many overlapping food chains in an ecosystem 
· What is a 1st level consumer?  

Example: grasshopper (eats plants)

· What is a second level consumer?

Example: woodpecker (eats ants that eats plants)

· What is a 3rd level consumer?

Example: fox (eats shrew that eats grasshopper that eats plants)
Energy/Food Pyramid:

· shows the amounts of energy that moves from one feeding level to another in a food web (example: page 46)

