Interactions among Organisms

Definitions
· Natural Selection-individuals whose unique characteristics are best suited for their environment tend to survive and produce offspring

· Adaptations-behaviors and physical characteristics that allow organisms to live successfully in their environment

Example:
· Niche-role of organism in a habitat, or how it makes its living

Example:
3 Major Types of Interactions

1) Competition
· struggle among living things for resources

· examples:  food, water, shelter  

2) Predation

· interaction where one organism kills another for food

· predator-does the killing

· prey- organism that is killed

· How does this effect population size?
· What are some examples of predator adaptations?
· What are some examples of prey adaptations? (pg. 29)

3) Symbiosis-relationship between 2 species in which at least one of the species benefits

· mutualism-both species benefit
 
Example:

· commensalism-one organism benefits and one remains unaffected

Example:

· parasitism-one organism benefit and one is harmed

Example:

